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Court said no, NSW said yes: inside the
controversial two-year extension of mega mine

By Bradley Jurd
September 17 2026 - 4:30pm
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The NSW Department of Planning and Environment has approved a
two-year extension to the Ulan coal mine near Mudgee, despite the
project being previously invalidated in the NSW Land and
Environment Court after the local climate change impacts were found
to not be properly assessed.

The department approved 'Modification 6' of the Ulan coal mine, near
Mudgee, on September 10, 2026, which will extend its operating life by
two years from August 2033 to August 2035.

This is despite the NSW Land and Environment Court has overturning
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Glencore, the operator of the mine, submitted a second amendment in
November 2025, followed by a second-amendment submission report
in March 2026, before approval was finally given this month.

Early assessments from the department indicate an extra 18.8 million
tonnes of coal will be mined because of the two-year extension.

Activists hit back

Lock the Gate Alliance NSW Coordinator, Nic Clyde, said the decision
to extend the life of the Ulan mine is one of many that resulting in
NSW not meeting its climate targets.

"The NSW Planning Department is rubber-stamping coal project after
coal project, despite the very real and immediate climate impacts
facing communities and driving up the cost of living across regional
NSW," he said.

Truéled voice

B¢ Black Rock Motor Resort plans to turn an old coal mine in the NSW Hunter region
into a go-kart track and Formula One-designed driving circuit. Video via AAP.
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for fire-prone regions of central west NSW. The NSW government's

support for expanding coal mining is utterly at odds with the safety

and wellbeing of regional communities.”

The Mudgee District Environment Group (MDEG) hit back at the
decision too, saying the additional release of greenhouse gas would
"intensify damaging extreme weather events”.

O Rosemary Hadaway from the Mudgee District Environment Group. Picture by Benjamin
Palmer

ADVERTISEMENT

"We don't need more destructive coal mine expansion to provide jobs
in this area. The mining industry is now competing for jobs in the
construction, renewable energy and housing market while increasing
the risks and costs of an overheated climate.”

The Ulan mine, about 45 kilometres north-east of Mudgee, first began
operation in the early 1920s, with modern underground longwall

operations beginning in 1986.

With over 700 employees, it mined an estimated 9.827 million tonnes
of coal in 2025.
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